
they formed the Georgia Pimiento
Canners Association in 1933. Graefe
was made the first President and
also served as President of the

National Canners Association.
Through the Years, Georgia's

capabilities for processing pimien-

tos expanded. At one time or

another, there were as manY as 20
processing plants with Georgia lead-
ing the nation in Processing and
production.

By 1950, pimiento acreage Peaked
at 32,000 acres with a value of $3
million. But during the years after

World War II, Production began to

decline. Because growing PePPers
was labor intensive and Provided
Iow returns, manY farmers turned
to other croPs' In addition, manY

farmers had planted Pimientos on

the same land year after Year and

insect and disease Problems built
up, eventually lowering production'

Despite the decline in Production
over the past 30years, the state con-

tinues to lead the nation in pimiento
processing, with mostof the peppers

now grown under contract in AIa-
bama and Tennessee'

Although fields of Pimiento
peppers are no longer a common
sight in Georgia, the croP has made
its mark in the state. At one time, it
provided a new croP to Georgia's
diversif ied agriculture, created
thousands ofjobs for Georgians and
added a few million dollars to the
state's economy. But more imPor-
tantly, it provided the Processing
plants and leadershiP which led to

the general exPansion of the can-

ning industry.


